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MEMO 

To:   Board of Park Commissioners 

From:   Jon Pratscher, Superintendent of Recreation & Marketing 

Date:   November 6, 2025 

Re:  Recreation Department Monthly Board Report 

 

Department Highlights 

• Autumn registration began on August 1, with the season running through the end of the year. There were 

5,044 transactions in October, equating to $129,717 in revenue that is actualized as programs begin.  

• This year's Monster Madness was a huge success despite an 11th hour move indoors due to the 

forecasted rain. There were 200 wristbands sold with an estimated 800 people coming through the 

Recreation Center, which was reimagined for the 3-hour event with Halloween themed activities 

sprawling throughout the building. Participants enjoyed games, a spooky cafe with treats, a trick-or-treat 

walk, face painting, huge inflatable carnival games, and a spooky pumpkin patch dance room! The 

staff is already planning for next year and be on the lookout for a refreshed logo in 2026! 

• 35 kids participated in the Painting Pumpkins event at the Museum this year. As their pumpkins dried, they 

went on a scavenger hunt around the campus to earn a festive prize.  

• The EDGE program’s 2025-2026 school year continues to provide essential childcare for Lisle Elementary 

School families. In October, EDGE served 86 children. In November, EDGE will serve 94 children, which is 

11 individuals more than November of last school year. 

• In October, the Lisle Teens with Character group volunteered for the Scarecrow Scramble, Candy Bar 

Bingo, Monster Madness, and the LEHSO resale event. On November 1, Lisle Teens with Character took 

part in Sleep Out Saturday. For the rest of November, the group will volunteer at Feed My Starving 

Children and the Lisle Area Chamber of Commerce’s Turkey Trot 5K walk/run. 

• Gentle Learning Preschool had such a wonderful time celebrating Halloween this year. Over two 

mornings, preschoolers paraded through the Recreation Center in costumes, much to the delight of 

families who came to cheer them on. This continues to be a joyful, memory-filled tradition that brings 

smiles to everyone involved. After the parade, our little ghosts and goblins trick-or-treated through the 

Senior Center and administrative wing of the building, where staff enjoyed handing out candy and 

admiring each costume up close. 

• Next, we’ll come together as a school to celebrate our annual Preschool Friendsgiving. This special 

gathering brings our preschool community together to share stories, songs, and movement - all centered 

around gratitude and togetherness. After enjoying books and dancing, the children will share a seasonal 

treat of pumpkin fluff dip, a simple but joyful way to celebrate friendship and the spirit of Thanksgiving. 

• Kids Night Out in October was a great success, with 24 children registered for the event. Our little learners 

had a wonderful evening decorating pumpkins, playing on the playground, and enjoying activities in the 

motor room, all while parents had a little time to themselves. It was a fun and positive experience for 

everyone, and we’re already looking forward to our next Kids Night Out on November 21. 

• Athletic classes starting in October had 242 total participants across 43 programs, highlighted by our 69 

participants in All Star Sports classes. 

• Staff are excited to announce that, according to the survey results, “Willy Wonka Jr.” has been selected 

as the summer theatre production for 2026.  
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• In October, a total of 91 participants were involved in our cultural arts programming, which included 

dance classes, a special effects Halloween workshop, and drama club.  
• The latest homeschool lessons at the Museum, titled "Winter on the Prairie," took place on November 5. 

This session has emerged as our most popular offering to date, with 18 registrants. Staff have received 

feedback from families requesting additional programming for older age groups and we will continue to 

work towards more offerings in the future.  

• The Museums at Lisle Station Park had 226 visitors in October, which included the Hammer & Hops event, 

Painting Pumpkins, 8 tours, a museum rental, 2 blacksmithing courses, and a ‘Creepy Critters’ event in 

partnership with the Benedictine Jurica-Suchy Nature Museum. Hammer & Hops is a new event that 

included a small project at the forge, then enjoying a beer and soft pretzel afterwards.  

• There are currently 66 senior group exercise punch card holders, 23 group exercise punch card holders, 

and 9 personal training punch card holders. 
• 488 seniors participated in 13 in-house programs and 4 trips in October. 

• 511 seniors joined us for drop-in programs in October, and 8 items were borrowed from the Medical 

Supply Lending Closet.  

• Manager Breihan co-chaired the Triad Car Care Clinic where a safety check was performed on more 

than 70 vehicles, preparing them for winter. 

• The District hosted a Triad Lunch and Learn on Medicare updates and changes. There were 63 seniors 

from the area in attendance. 

• Senior Center staff cleaned out the Medical Supply Lending Closet and donated several pieces of 

duplicate equipment to Project Cure in Woodridge. 
 

 

Upcoming Special Events:    

Some of the upcoming special events include: 

 

• Kids Night Out: November 21 and December 12 from 5-8pm at the Recreation Center 

 

• Peppermint Path: ‘Flip the Switch’ Celebration – November 30 at 5pm at Community Park Van Kampen 

Stage 

 

• Once Upon a Christmas: December 6 from 3-7pm at the Museums at Lisle Station Park  

 

• Santa Express: December 12 and 14 at the Lisle Train Station (Event Sold Out) 

 

• Winter Wonderment: December 13 from 3-6pm at the Recreation Center 

 

• Take Note (adult choir) Merry & Bright Holiday Concert at 3pm at the Lisle High School 
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